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ELLIE’S STORY: FROM FALSE STARTS TO FOREVER HOME
“That’s why I love the League—always committed to finding the right home”

T hey say good things come to those who wait, and 
that adage certainly proved true for Ellie. The 
collie mix with the floppy ears, white socks and a 
white-tipped tail came to the League before her 

first birthday, full of adolescent exuberance and hopeful 
for a new home. She was a healthy, happy girl, spirited and 
smart, who was to be adopted and returned twice before 
she finally found her forever home.

Keeping an eye on Ellie
Kim Bauer and her husband, Brian, knew they wanted  
to adopt a second four-legged family member long  
before Ellie entered the picture. Their family of three 

included Zinc, an 85-pound Lab they had brought home  
four years prior. 

“We got him as a puppy, and going into (that), I wanted to 
get him settled and trained so he could be a big brother to 
an adopted dog down the road,” Kim says. “Once Zinc hit 
four, we felt he was ready, and after some discussion…we 
decided to add to our family by four paws.”

Kim had spotted Ellie on a Facebook post, and—noting it 
said that she would do best in a home with a dog sibling—
decided Ellie was perfect. “I was watching her for months 
on…the League’s website before we finally made the call 

Continues on page 4



The League for Animal Welfare is a 501(c)
(3) organization. Our mission is to reduce the 
number of homeless cats and dogs in Greater 
Cincinnati by providing a compassionate no-kill 
animal shelter and programs that promote 
responsible pet care. For your privacy, the 
League does not sell, rent, lend or exchange its 
mailing lists. Please notify us if you do not wish 
to receive future mailings and/or fundraising 
communications designed to support 
the League for Animal Welfare by calling 
513-735-2299 or emailing autumn@LFAW.org.

About Us

Board of Directors:
Barb Casciani, 
President
Jon Parker,  
Vice President
Debbie Bates, 
Treasurer
Diann Cox, Secretary
Carol Sanger,  
Past President

Joyce Blersch
Christina Cullis
Bruce Gack
Elizabeth Grapa
Erica Lied 
Jamie Lindemann

Managerial Staff:
Marilyn Goodrich, Executive Director
Rhonda Kidd, Operations Manager
Sue Schellhous, Animal Care Manager

Hours of Operation:
Monday–Tuesday	 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Wednesday 	 12:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
Thursday 	 Closed
Friday–Saturday 	 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Sunday 	 12:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
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UPCOMING EVENTS: SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 2018
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Elvira
EBOD 04/16/16

Initially very shy, 
Elvira has become 
more outgoing. 
She gets along 
with other cats and 
quickly warms up to 
new people. 

Impala
EDOB 07/18/16

Overcoming her 
lack of socialization, 
Impala is now an 
energetic, playful, 
spirited gal. Once 
bonded with her new 
family, she will be a 
faithful friend.

View all the cats and dogs available for adoption at LFAW.org/adopt

Spread the News
It’s a simple formula, really. The more people who 
know about us, the more animals we can help. And 
YOU can help us do just that by spreading news about 
the League — liking and following us on Facebook, 
tweeting about some of our events, posting and 
sharing pictures of our amazing pets that are looking 
for their forever homes. Plus it’s a good way for you to 
stay connected with all that’s happening here, news you 
can share with friends and family that good, old-fashioned way — by talking about 
the League and letting others know what makes this place so very, very special. 
So post, chat and tweet away. It’s an easy way to make a big difference!

SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 08
NOVEMBER 10

WHEN 
 
9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Adoption Event 

WHERE
Covington Farmers Market 
Third and Greenup Streets 
Covington, KY

SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 09
OCTOBER 14

NOVEMBER 11

WHEN 
 
12:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Adoption Event 

WHERE
Petco Amelia
260 W. Main Street  
Amelia, OH 

SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 22
OCTOBER 27

NOVEMBER 24

WHEN 
 
12:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Adoption Event 

WHERE
Pet Supplies Plus 
11345 Montgomery Rd. 
Cincinnati, OH  

SATURDAY

OCTOBER 06
OCTOBER 20

WHEN 
 
12:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Adoption Event 

WHERE
Burger Farm & Garden Center 
7849 Main St. (RT 32)
Cincinnati, OH  

SATURDAY
 

OCTOBER 13

WHEN 
 
12:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Adoption Event 

WHERE
Shaw Farms
1737 Ohio 131
Milford, OH  

SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 04

WHEN 
 
12:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Adoption Event 

WHERE
Bentley’s Pet Stuff 
442 Ohio Pike
Cincinnati, OH   
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Continues on page 4

The Benefits of  
Cat Ownership
D ogs may be man’s best friend, but what about 

our cats? Often, Fluffers gets put on the back 
burner because he is not as outgoing as his 
canine compatriot. However, cats in our homes 

play a very beneficial role, and we’re not just talking about 
being our quiet companions.  There are many studies that 
show having a cat in the house helps both physically and 
psychologically. 

Have you ever noticed that when you pet your cat, your 
anxiety calms down, depressed feeling decrease, and your 
overall mood is lifted? This is because the act of stroking 
your pet actually decreases the levels of cortisol, and 
increases serotonin in your body.  Cortisol, also known as 
the stress hormone, is a naturally produced steroid that 
helps your body function. However, with increased levels, 
it is known to interfere with learning and memory, immune 
function, bone density, weight gain, and heart disease. 
Many people report or complain about these issues during 
times of high stress or depression, and have their increased 
levels of cortisol to blame. On the other hand, the mood 
stabilizing chemical Serotonin is responsible for helping to 
reduce anxiety and depression, and can even help to heal 
wounds faster. Serotonin is made up of tryptophan, the 
chemical in turkey that causes Thanksgiving “food comas” 
and helps keep you happier, calmer, focused, and more 
emotionally stable overall. 

Other groups of people who benefit from calming kitties are 
those with Autism, Alzheimer’s, and AIDS. These groups 

typically have higher levels of stress, and it has been proven 
that the deeper the bond between a person and his/her pet, 
the more their presence helps. While also very calming, 
animals can help those with Autism in another way. Autistic 
people are often afflicted with Sensory Processing Disorder 
and easily get sensory overload. Many people get their 
loved ones to participate in sensory integration activities, 
and animals play a large part in holding their attention 
and keeping them calm. Many families choose to get a dog 
for constant companionship outside the home. However, 
because cats tend to be calmer and quieter, they are ideal 
for those who have sensitivities to noise or are easily 
agitated. 

Not just a mood booster, having Princess with you as you 
grow up helps reduce the development of early onset 
allergies. A Wilkes University study shows that 77% of 
children who grow up with two or more cats or dogs in 
their home are less likely to develop pet-related allergies. 
This also includes allergens like dust mites, ragweed, and 
grass, which can attach to pet fur and track into the house. 
Another study done by Wilkes University found that petting 
for 18 minutes led to a significant increase in secretory 
immunoglobulin A (IgA), which is a natural antibody against 
invading germs.  Because of the rise in IgA from having a 
pet, children grow up with a stronger immunity, requiring 
fewer doctor visits. Cats also help prevent asthma. In 
homes with babies at risk of asthma, there is a significant 
decrease of those who develop it with a cat in the home. 
However, this may not be true for mothers already allergic 
to cats. 

Something else people are worried about are heart and 
blood risks, with heart attacks, high cholesterol, and 
elevated blood pressure among them. 
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Several studies have shown that those who live with a 
pet, especially a cat, show a significant decrease in heart 
attacks. One 20-year study of almost 4,500 people showed 
those who did not have a cat were 40% more likely to die of 
a heart attack. Lower stress leads to lower blood pressure, 
cholesterol, and even fewer strokes. 

So go and snuggle your cat, or come adopt a new family 
member at the League. Because seriously, who knew that 
only a few minutes petting your furry friend could lead to 
such fantastic results? 

ELLIE’S STORY: continued from page 1

THE BENEFITS OF CAT OWNERSHIP: continued from page 3

that adding a 
second dog was 
for sure what we 
wanted  
to do.”

An element of 
serendipity
Meanwhile, 
Ellie had some 
false starts in 
finding a home. 
Kim noticed in 
February of 2017 
that Ellie was 
no longer on the 
League’s website. 
Kim assumed she 
had been adopted 
at the My Furry 
Valentine event—
but Ellie’s profile 
was back on the 
website in March. 

“I was convinced 
we needed to give 
her a home,” Kim 
says. “League 
trainer Donna 
Moore mentioned 
the home she 
came back from 
was without 
another dog, and 

she felt Ellie had to have a dog sibling to be successful.” 
Before that false start Ellie had gone home with a large 
family in an apartment, and was returned. 

There was an element of serendipity in Ellie’s returns, and 
Kim is circumspect about the circumstances: “I understand 
how things don’t work out, and that’s why I love…the 
League, always committed to finding the right home. 
We humans don’t always get it right in life!”

Working on getting it right
On March 18, 2017, Ellie came home with Kim, Brian and 
Zinc. Ellie and Zinc had connected quickly during their 
introduction at the League, chasing and playing together 
in an outside run. “They got along great during their first 
encounter,” Kim says. “Brian and I were in love with her 
immediately.” 

Home turf turned out to be a little more tricky. Ellie had 
some initial housebreaking issues, but Kim wasn’t fazed 
by that. Ellie was confident with Zinc, but timid about being 
outdoors in the yard by herself and showing anxiety around 
common household items and activities. “Ellie barks at the 
Swiffer duster, brooms, lawn mower, mop, you name it,” 
Kim says. “Working on Ellie’s barking is a work in progress, 
but as she adjusts to our home life, she gets better  
every day.”

When dominance issues arose between Ellie and Zinc, and 
fights broke out, Kim called Donna. “I was torn between 
loving and accepting Ellie into our home, and feeling like 
I had ruined my current dog’s life, which is the last thing I 
ever wanted for him,” Kim says. 

Coming for a home visit, Donna helped Kim and Brian 
identify adjustments in the ways they handled Zinc and 
Ellie, and strategies for equalizing the power balance 
between them. “Donna is the reason Ellie is with us today,” 
Kim says. “After Donna came to see us, I could finally 
exhale and our life at home has been great ever since.”

Settling into her forever home
Familiar routine is setting the comfortable, loving 
boundaries for Ellie in her new home. She knows the rules 
of the house, and has earned the nickname “Space Invader” 
for her habit of squeezing in close to Kim, Brian and Zinc 
for snuggles and companionship. Says Kim: “It’s been such 
a pleasure seeing her grow…and I can see that Zinc and 
Ellie love each other as much as we love the both of them.

“Finding (a dog) that’s the right fit so you can be a happy 
family is the most important part of the process,” she says. 
“With places like the League, they can help find a home for 
the dog that fits, like our home became to Ellie.”
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Although great care is taken in gathering 
of this information, we know that errors 
or omissions inadvertently occur. For this, 
we apologize. We ask that you inform the 
League of needed corrections to our data 
by calling 513-735-2299.
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SPAY/NEUTER 
VOUCHER PROGRAM
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Marylou Creelman
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Susan Demuth
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NONE LEFT BEHIND
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Steve Hose
Steven & Kristina Kordis
Autumn Lees
Nicholas Lenhart
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Steven & Brenda Upton
Bruce Walters

PET JAM 2018

Barb Casciani &  
Mark Christy

Cincy Shirts
Deck and Fence Renewal 

Systems
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
La Orangette
Liberty Mutual Insurance
MakeupNMel - SeneGence
Off Leash K9 Training 

Cincinnati LLC
Paw Tree
Pet Stuff Ohio/ 

Bentley’s Pet Stuff
Pet Wants Cincinnati East
PetPeople Enterprises
Posh Paper
Queen City Massage Therapy
SEA Cuisine Foodtruck
Snowie Shaved Iced
South Paw Canine Massage
Suite Paws Pet Resort
Tail Waggers Doggy Daycare
The Cheesecakery
Totes Adorns
Touchstone Crystal
William Gilliland Agency LLC, 

Shelter Insurance
Withamsville Animal Hospital

 
HOPE 365

Drew Abas
Laura Atkinson
Samantha & Christopher 

Bens
Shannon & Josh Bodenstein
Barry & Jan Brierley
Linda Burton
Barb Casciani &  

Mark Christy
Michael & Shon Chaffee
Nancy & Steve Chapel
Emily Crawford
Sheila Dill
Sharlotte Donnelly
Donna & Bill Dowdney
Dan Geisler
Marla & Gary Gross
James Hoier
Robert & Mae Janke
Melissa Jones
Meghan Kaskoun & Melinda 

Tarter
Karol Kennedy
Shirley King
Mike & Kim Kleshock
Linda Kline

Kelly Kuhn
Carrie & Bill Leary
Autumn Lees
Keith Lewis
Rick & Cheryl McNamara
Holly & Michael Mott
Ryan Mueller
Patrick Ngo
Michelle Oliverio
Linda Osborne
Ann Pedigo & Kim Patton
Kay Preston
Jeffrey Reynolds
Karah Robbins
Michael & Robyn Ross
Seth Runyan
Don Sabo
Carol Sanger
Carol F. Scallan
Kristen & Thomas Schulz
Matthew Schwartz
Danielle Seurkamp
Cheryl Shiveley
William & Bonnie Shreve
Cheryl Spinelli-Williams
Laurel Staley
Kazzandra Tarnowsky
Walter Thomas
Joan Thomas
Bruce Walters
Danny & Pam Wiederhold
Ellen Wittekind
Linda Yackley

LEAGUE REUNION

7UP Bottling/Dr. Pepper 
Snapple Group

Virginia Burns
Camp Bow Wow
Barb Casciani &  

Mark Christy
Rebecca Chapman
Cincinnati Museum Center
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical 

Gardens
Diann Cox & Don Aren
Dave & Buster’s
Jeannette & Chris Duncan
Carla Evans
Bruce Gack & Beth Fine
Jennifer Howard
Marsha Johnstone
Diana & Robert Klenk
Lupine Pet
Mac Guffin Productions/

Cincinnati & Soup
Patricia & Ashford Miller
Evangeline Morse

OTHER GIFTS



TRIBUTES

IN HONOR OF
Alpha Clothing

Ryan Mueller
Clara Berger

Sherwood Forest  
Garden Club

Megan Hayes
Daniel Hayes

Brianna Kimmerly
Sarah Kimmerly

Carol  Sanger
Sharon Bateman
Carole Hollmann

Sue Schellhous
Roberta Galvin

Lois Ursillo
Bonnie Carothers

IN MEMORY OF
Michael Biers

Martha & Todd Roberts
Peter  Blessing

Linda Blessing
Joyce Campbell

Audrey & Ronald Jones
Timothy Clutter

Eileen Arnold

Lisa & Duane Martin
 Cathleen Moore
 Dale Poling

Ken Cox
Sandra Hassman

John R.  Crume
Caron Burgess
Adriaan De Graaf
Mark & Linda Miller
Virginia Miller
Holly Purcell
Teresa & John White
Bill & Michele Workman

Steven Day
Audrey & Ronald Jones
George Owen

Robert Doggett
Barbara Kurnick
Sallie Lau
 Edwin & Beverly Strelau

Clinton Goodrich
Kevin & Joyce Cosler

Lynn  Hacker’s Mother
Donna Hacker

Donald Harris
Rita & Don Welker

Edward Johnson
Allgeier & Son Inc.

Allgeier Auto Parts
Eastgate Community 

Church
General Tool Company
Crystal Kahut
Brittany Klems
Carrie & Bill Leary
Timothy Powell
Nina Schirmer
Bridget Shay
The Dental Care Plus 

Group
Jackie Laney

Cherrie Mohring
Elaine Brenner Maxwell

Ann Sullivan
Sarah McCracken Bays

Mac Guffin Productions/
Cincinnati & Soup

Sam Moning
Laura Wilson & Steve 

Moning
Walter Niederhelman

Sandra & Charlie Harte
Jessie Pierce

Sharlotte Donnelly
Tom Rash

Lorie & Mark Stottman

Rick Rieser
Julie & Donald Lueke

Bob Schellhous
Debbie Bates
Roger & Mary Baxter
Joan Bennett
Suellen Biser
Joyce Blersch
Shannon Breznai
Julie Burwinkel
Michael & Christine 

Callihan
Margaret & Richard 

Carlton
Barb Casciani &  

Mark Christy
George & Carol Ann 

Dettenwanger
Gayle Frank
Bruce Gack & Beth Fine
Roberta Galvin
Marilyn & Matt Goodrich
Sue Hyde
Ellie Jones
KBA, Incorporated 

Architects
Patsy Kelly & Ed Walton
Rhonda Kidd

MUTTS
Newport Aquarium
Penn Station
PetPeople Hyde Park
Poochie’s Place
Red Dog Pet Resort & Spa
Rhinegeist
Dan & Sarah Rumpke
Mary & Richard Schmeing
Sky Zone Trampoline Park - 

Anderson
Tail Waggers Doggy Daycare
The Beach Waterpark
The Pet Spot
Donna Ware
Andrea & Larry Ware

IN KIND

Penni Addis
Tina & Victor Amiott
Connie Anish
Brian & Leah Ashley
Lisa Bachelder
Tony Bartel
Deborah & Cecil Beeson
Linda Bourquin
Jack & Kate Brekas
Angie Burke

Gloria Clark
Jim & Jan Cook
Jasmin Copestick
Dennis & Shannon 

Deidesheimer
Claire Dillard
Margaret Dulaney
Jeannette & Chris Duncan
Wendy Fuller
Mary Anne Gettys
Girl Scout Troop #44817
Erin Godsey
Karin & Tim Goetz
Laura & Paul Griffith
Scott Gygi
Heather Hall
Carolyn Hayward
Debbie & Dale Hockenbery
Carole Hollmann
William & Jane Hopewell
David Hopper
Jennifer Howard
Ron Howard
Dennis & Barbara Huffman
Victoria Hurlburt
Deb Inglis
Kay & Tim Inskeep
Casey Kehling
Pam Kennedy

Alexandra Lacy
Larry Lantman
Joan Lewis
Lynn & Dustin Lindley
Theressa & Ernest Long
Lisa Love
Lisa Lyons
Joy Mahoney
Max and Neo Dog Gear
Cheryl Maxwell
Jen Mazuk
Pattianne & Mark Menden
Lisa Miller
Emily Monnin
Amy Morse
Nathan Paprocki
Meg Peana
Jessica Pelfrey
Christina Pfeiffer
Carla Rhinehart
Martha & Todd Roberts
Carol & John Rossmann
Myra Schiff
Sandy Schoener
Mary Sehlhorst
St. Bernadette School
Laura Tenney
The Gardner School- 

Blue Ash

Chris & Tom Toerner
Crystal & Josh Webb
Lenora Weber
Megan Wells
Michael & Barbara Whittaker
Charles & Rebecca Wolken
Dee Dee & Bree Wyenandt

MATCHING GIFTS

JAMF Nation Global 
Foundation

S&P Global Foundation
The Bank of America 

Charitable Foundation
The GE Foundation
YourCause, LLC Trustee for 

Ashland LLC

LEGACY GIFTS

Dede Cummings Anderson*
Minnie H. Coulson*
Carole C. & Charles A. 

Kehrer Charitable Trust
Frances Yunker*



PET TRIBUTES

IN HONOR OF
Ace & Belle

Richard & Jill Karl
Bailey, Bam Bam, Midnight, Molly, 
Raven, Samantha & Toby

Donna Kabakoff
Fritzy, Skippy & Chelsie

Sharon & Louis Schwartz
Guinness

Patrick Ngo
Harp & Seymour

Seth Runyan
Kate

Meghan Kaskoun &  
Melinda Tarter

MeMe
Barb & Tom Brown

Roman
Dan Geisler

Tinker & Snickers
Déva Burnett

IN MEMORY OF
Aaron

Lewis Lady & Gayle Anderson-Lady
Alli Franklin

Camargo Animal Hospital
Ann

Linda Kline
Angel

Sue Schellhous
Asia

Dennis & Margaret Null
Athena

Lewis Lady & Gayle Anderson-Lady
Auggie

Karen Hensley
Beau Rath

Camargo Animal Hospital
Bess De blank

Camargo Animal Hospital
Brutus Masters

Park Plaza Animal Hospital
Bunker Slattery

Camargo Animal Hospital
Buster Amrine

Park Plaza Animal Hospital
Casey Joe

Marla & Gary Gross
Cody

Kazzandra Tarnowsky

Connor
Michael & Robyn Ross

Dori Grob
Camargo Animal Hospital

DW Morris
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Ebbie
Margaret Dulaney

Frankie Gravlee
Camargo Animal Hospital

Frasier
Angela Allen

Gigger
Elizabeth Johnson

Ginger Gessendorf
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Ginger Holtkamp
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Gracey
Laura & Paul Griffith

Gretchen
Ellen Wittekind

Hannah
Bruce Gack & Beth Fine

Irving
Joyce Blersch
Marilyn & Matt Goodrich
Michael & Christine Callihan
Sue Schellhous

Jac Cook
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Katie Joe Oaks
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Kirby Yontz
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Little Bit
Maureen Riopelle

Lulu
Lewis Lady & Gayle Anderson-Lady

Mack MacMullen
Camargo Animal Hospital

Martin Monk
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Mea
Kelly Lutz

Meathead & Socks
Walter Thomas

Minnie
Karen Hensley

Murray Michel
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Pepper Galligan
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Perry O’Connell
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Princess 
Andy Wilson

Raven Carter
Camargo Animal Hospital

Reese Sherwood
Camargo Animal Hospital

Rosie
Joan McConnell

Sadie Wagner
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Sally
Lewis Lady &  

Gayle Anderson-Lady
Scion Wissman

Park Plaza Animal Hospital
Smokey

Sue Schellhous
Sophia

Sally Vonderbrink
Susan & Bob Quirk

Sophie
Cindy Seiter
Francine & David Glassmeyer
Megan Seiter
Pauleen Follmer

Sparky
William & Jane Hopewell

Starla
Cindy Seiter
Francine & David Glassmeyer
Megan Seiter
Pauleen Follmer

Sweet Pea, Sylvester & Olive Kuhn
Camargo Animal Hospital

Tammy
Jeannette & Chris Duncan

Teddy
Jo-Ann Altmark

Tera 
Brandy Reed

Toby
Edward & Marci McGill

Toby Dean
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Tony Barks Bazzani
Camargo Animal Hospital

Weezie Shick
Camargo Animal HospitalZephy 

Runck
Park Plaza Animal Hospital

Margie & Max Kneer
Carolyn Knopfle
Phil Kroeger
Autumn Lees
Tracy A. Luddeke
Julie Mann
Lisa & Robert Martin
Jane & Ed Mills
Donna Moore
Nancy & Steve Morgan
Sue & Donald Moyer

David Noell
Mary Kay Ostendorf
Patti Perkins &  

Chris Gipple
Anne Springman
Kevin & Jodi Vance

Darrell Shafer
Maryan Hahn

Terry L. Smith
Mike & Cheryl Carwile
Sara Jacob

Don McGraw
Toney Sanders
Barbara Thompson

Katie Ann Stang
Richard & Carol Adams
Regina Bajorek
Elizabeth & Harold Ligon
Terese & Edward Severyn

Jerry Stephens
Sharon & Louis Schwartz
Karen Stephens

Wayne Stover
Debbie Rice

Joe Swope
Jo Ann Leppert

Seely Wetherell
Chris Weist

Marie Wohl
Teresa Minton
Victor Wohl
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What role have pets played in your life? 

Neither of us can imagine a life without a pet in our 
household.  We have both had pets in our lives since we 
were children.  We did discuss, with the impending loss of 
the last of our four elderly rescue dogs, all the reasons why 
we should probably NOT get another pet at this stage in  
our lives.  The decision was made, or so we thought, until 
“the phone call!”  A four pound Yorkshire Terrier puppy  
was found outside by a friend on a bitter cold, snowy 
February night.

After much deliberation, we agreed to a meet and greet. 
We think our friend knew if we saw the dog, the deal would 
be sealed. Charlie, who at that time was nameless, walked 
right into our home (and into our hearts), lifted his leg on 
our old dog’s bed, helped himself to a dog treat, looked 
around, sniffed a lot, and decided to stay…we never had a 
chance!  HE made the decision!

It is now four years later, and we can’t imagine that we ever 
considered not adopting him.  Charlie and all our rescues 
have given us joy, laughter, frustration, unconditional love, 
and yes, even tears, but we have loved each of them for 
their own special personalities.  Pets complete our family!

How did you first 
hear about the 
League?

We have always 
made contributions 
to organizations 
whose mission is 
to assist homeless 
animals. We were 
not aware of the 
League until we 
did some research 

on the web and learned about the League and its mission.  
We had been disappointed that another organization which 
we had been supporting for several years had not made 
us feel our support was appreciated and did not seem to 

be fulfilling its mission statement. Our goal has always 
been to support non-profits that are in line with our values 
and concerns, have good solid management, and use their 
resources efficiently to accomplish their mission.  We feel 
we have found these attributes in the League for Animal 
Welfare.  It makes us feel that in a small way we are 
helping them make a difference.

If your pets could talk, what do you think they would 
tell you?

Charlie talks with his eyes, his tail, and his very audible 
bark!  It can be “What are we going to do next?” or “Is it five 
o’clock yet?” or “Let’s take a walk!” or even, “Let’s go to 
bed, please!”  But, most especially:  “I love you and am so 
happy that I chose you to be my family!” 

Mike & Judy Hayes with Charlie

“Charlie and all our rescues 
have given us joy, laughter, 
frustration, unconditional love, 
and yes, even tears, but we  
have loved each of them for  
their own special personalities.  
Pets complete our family!”

Donor Profile:
Q&A with  
Mike & Judy Hayes



D o you have a lemon that is making your lips 
pucker looking at it? Is your ol’ tin can sitting in 
the front growing grass? Or are you looking for 
a new car and want to make a difference in the 

lives of dozens? The League for Animal Welfare is putting 
out the call!  We are partnering with VehiclesForCharity.
org to help raise funds. The vehicle donation program 
will get that old car out of your hair and turn it into a 
charitable contribution that will feed and house the 
animals in the League’s shelter. In return, you will get a 
car donation tax write-off, as well as the warm fuzzies 
for helping our warm fuzzies! Donating is as easy as 
filling out an online form. Just ask Emily Crawford, 
who donated her car for more than she thought it was 
worth! She noted the whole process was very easy and 
hassle-free. So donate your jalopies, your vintage, your 
Jennies, and help animals in need! 
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Make a difference!
To learn more about any of these fostering 

opportunities, contact Donna at 513-735-2299 or Donna@
LFAW.org 

A t the League, we love the animals as if they 
were ours, and that means taking care of their 
best interests. Our fostering program is an 
extension of the loving care provided to all 

animals who find their way to the League – expectant and 
nursing moms as well as orphaned kittens and puppies 
who need to be bottle-fed. Special volunteers work 
around the clock to care for these animals during their 
time of need.

Long-term fostering can help depressed, insecure, or 
challenging dogs or those who are not thriving in the 
shelter. It also includes rehab fostering, where dogs go 
home to get used to new situations in new environments. 
Other times, dogs just show their personality better in 
the real world. 

Short-term fostering includes our bottle feeding and 
“Home for the Holidays” programs. Dedicated fosters 
undertake bottle-feeding duties, providing 24/7 attention.  
Some of our adoptable dogs get a break from the shelter 
for a few days during the holidays. Dogs spend quality 
time with a loving foster family, usually for 3-5 days 
around Christmas.

Foster opportunities can be flexible and we’re usually 
able to adapt to your situation, so consider fostering a 
needy animal today! 

DONATE YOUR CAR! 

VOLUNTEER CORNER: Many opportunities to help

Visit bit.ly/LFAWCarDonation to get started



For the past year, you’ve been hearing about the League’s 
“More Than a Shelter” capital campaign, an effort to raise 
funds for construction 
of an onsite pet 
wellness clinic and 
related facilities. Well, 
within a few months, 
hearing is going to  
turn into seeing!

With the public 
phase of the capital 
campaign launched 
this summer, and a 
total of more than $1.2 
million raised to date 
from major donors, 
groundbreaking on 
the League’s new 
Richard & Crescent 
Miller Animal Wellness 
Center is scheduled to take place this fall. 

When completed next year, the new center will encompass 
separate intake and isolation areas for cats and dogs, 
neo- and post-natal areas for moms and their newborn 
babies, exam rooms and a state-of-the-art surgical suite. 
In addition to providing a full range of veterinary care for 
League residents, the new facility ultimately will be able  
to serve the pet care needs of League adopters, rescues 
and other shelters, and the public at large. The benefits  
are many.

For the League: “The new intake and isolation areas will 
not only resolve some of the recurring problems every 
shelter has with the spread of contagions, but they will 
facilitate the flow of adoptions by having dogs and cats 
ready to fill shelter vacancies as they occur,” explained Sue 
Schellhous, the League’s Animal Care Manager. “These 
two features alone will make a huge positive difference in 
our shelter operations, and raise our outstanding level of 
animal care even higher.”

For the community:  
“By having a permanent 
medial facility onsite, 
we then will be able 
to take our Mobile 
Veterinary Clinic out 
more frequently into 
underserved areas of 
rural communities,” 
said Rhonda Kidd, 
Operations Manager. 

“Right now, it’s hard to meet the demands of both League 
and community animals. The new clinic facility will make 
doing both a whole lot easier.”

A date for the groundbreaking will be announced in the 
near future. 

Meanwhile, ongoing capital campaign fundraising will focus 
on the second phase of development -- an onsite training 
and education facility that will be constructed separately on 
land between the shelter and the annex building (formerly 
the caretaker’s house). That facility will provide space for 
enhanced animal training and socialization, as well as for 
educational seminars and other programming for which 
there currently is no available space.

2017 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
More than a Shel ter
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Learn More!
For more information about the expansion and how to 

support the campaign, visit LFAW.org 
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